It will be readily perceived that the great advantage of this in strument consists in its enabling the surgeon to limit the action of the caustic to the part diseased, and to as small an extent as he pleases. Thus, by rotating the caustic holder, the lunar stone may be applied to the whole circumference, to one side or to some particular part of the canal, while its action may be extended to any part within reach of the instrument." (Med. Gaz. Jan. 19,1839.) We shall now, with great brevity, advert to other modes than cauterization of treating involuntary seminal discharges, depending solely on chronic inflammation of the prostatic portion of the urethra and of the vesiculae seminales. The that all the intellectual faculties, those that respect the fine arts, as well as those that respect science, should be actively and pleasingly occupied, in order that the attention and the thoughts of youth should be diverted from those more dangerous reflections and musings, incident to opening life, and which, in the author's opinion, the dry and harsh nature of scholastic study is so apt to favour.
We have left ourselves but little space to express the favorable opinion we entertain of Dr. Faye's small yet complete and perspicuous treatise. The following subjects are clearly but concisely and ably handled : the anatomy, physiology, pathological anatomy of the vesiculse seminales; then the diseases or accidents to which these are liable, namely, inflammation, suppuration, induration, scirrhous degeneration, tuberculosis and scrophulosis, hemorrhagy, varicosity, calculus, fistula, atrophy, hypertrophy. Next, the etiology, symptomatology, progress, duration, and termination, the diagnosis, prognosis and treatment of the above affections, are well and judiciously, though succinctly discoursed of. The following, Dr. Faye conceives, are the uses of the vesiculse, respecting which, our readers are aware, there have been and still are discordant opinions, among the most eminent physiologists.
1. "The vesiculse receive the semen secreted by the testicles, which they partly retain, partly absorb, by a peculiar property of their internal membrane.
2. "They secrete some mucous fluid, which enters into intimate commixture with the semen received from the deferent vessels.
3. "They act a principal (?) part (maximas partes,) in ejaculating the semen.
4. "They have no insignificant share in stimulating and sustaining the sexual instinct." (pp. 25, 44.) We may add that the anatomy of the seminal vesicles given by Dr. Faye is derived from a personal examination of thirty adult subjects.
The latin, in which Dr. Faye's treatise is written is tolerably pure, and is not inelegant.
We had here, as we thought, completed this article, when we received the third and last volume of'M. Lallemand's treatise, which is only just published, and also, the pamphlet of M. Civiale which we believe is only printed for private distribution. About the same period an important communication on the subject of the article by Mr. Phillips made its appearance in the Medical Gazette.* The appearance of these publications induces us somewhat to extend our remarks.
The monograph of Civiale is the most important of the three, and that, accordingly, on which we shall bestow our chief attention.
We shall, however, in the first place, make a few observations on the relatively very voluminous " tome" of M. Lallemand.
There seems to us to be in this more than in any of the preceding volumes of M. Lallemand on the same subject, more decided symptoms of mere book-making; and a more obvious tendency to exaggerate the importance of the subject treated of. There is little or nothing essentially new in this last volume; little or nothing which has not only been referred to, but even sufficiently discussed in one or other of the former volumes on seminal discharges. In short, the present publication may be described as a mere paraphrase of parts of the preceding ones; those portions of it which have any claims to novelty, comprising a very small part of the volume, and that the least important.
In the third volume, the " general symptoms" which characterize, or are induced by involuntary seminal discharges, are the ostensible subject of discussion. We shall simply enumerate a few of these ; infecundity, fever, disorders of digestion, nutrition ; affections of animal temperature, (caloricite,) calvities, affections of normal " phonation," lesions of respiration and circulation, of innervation, under which head are treated, " myotility," sensibility, gustation, olfaction, audition, vision, &c., with notices of the morbid changes produced in these, by the discharges in question. In It explains the slowness and gradual nature of the cure; the tardiness with which the spermatic receptacles regain the power of containing a normal amount of semen; it encourages perseverance both in the patient and practitioners. Possibly, the beneficial effect of nitrate of silver applied to the orifices of the seminal ducts is in part due to its astringent action on these, and its thereby compelling, as it were, the diverticula to admit a larger supply of semen, and to retain it for a longer time, than they were lately used to do.
